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Subject: Saving Indoor Track and Field in FCPS 


On November 12th a FCPS memo was circulated outlining a series of proposed cuts that the FC School System and the Board of Supervisors were considering in the aftermath of the economic conditions facing our county and school system. One of the recommendations was to eliminate the Indoor Track program.

I believe this recommendation may be the result of inadequate fact finding and consideration of the options and alternatives at the Board’s discretion. If the decision outlined in the memo is allowed to be enacted our community, as a whole, will be severely impacted.

Indoor Track and Field participation involves over 11% of all Fairfax County student athletes. It is by your own budget numbers the most cost effective program on an athlete to facilities and coaches’ ratio. It is also a program that by National standards delivers more “Life Balance” and ongoing weight and nutrition balance and provides opportunities to our children in ways not available through any other sport.

We understand that this is not an easy decision but without engaging the FC Track Community, FCPS Track Community, or FIT to discuss the options and explore various approaches we would be depriving a very large cross section of our community the opportunity to compete, loose the opportunity to attend our college and university system on scholarships, and provide an outlet that no other sport has to offer. You need to avail yourself of the opportunity to explore all of the options before you make a decision that will impact the lives and futures of thousands of FC students and their families.

We believe that options such as a modest cut in all athletic programs across the board, reduction in meets and games, reduced travel, and the potential of creating magnet programs will allow all the athletes in the county the opportunity to compete. We believe the wholesale elimination of sport is not a wise or informed decision.

